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Forwarded ae in ieee ee 


is an old China hand, having been 


Fritz REIBIR, 


German, 
in this part of the world for the last thirty years. He 
is very well known in international circles locally for 
his charitable disposition and willingness to cooperate in 
philanfhropic works. He is the Fresident of the German 
Garden Club and is the owner of an import and export firm 
bearing his name. this company, which is located at 
Arnhold Building, 320 Szechuen Road, has been established 
for some fifty years and deals exclusively in the feather 
business. It was established by his father and at 
present the import and export departments are conducted 
by his two sons-in-law. 

Although not a member of the Nazi group he is looked 
upon very favourably by the German authorities here, who 
believe that in connection with the recent correspondence 
which appeared in the North Uhina Vaily News over his 
name, the anschluss between Germany and austria had the 
effect of temporarily “making him lose himself" in his 


exuberance. 


His local address is 55 amherst ae | ‘3 # 
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D.C. (Special Branch). 
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| HERR —— LETTER 
i early period is put to the cor- 
respondence arising 


‘aut of the remarkable 
outburst by Herr Fr. Reiber in these calumns 
‘last Sunday morning. Some criticism has 
j been made of the policy which permitted the 
letter to be published, but it is necessary 
that the correspondence columns of such a 
journal as this should be maintained as an open 
forum, and that contributors to it should be al- 
lowed as free expression of their opinions as 
possible. But debate on such subjects as those! 
raised by Herr Reiber is likely to develop 
into an ill-mannered wrangle, not only be- 
cause of the arrogant tone of the original! 
communication, but becauge of the unfor- 
tunate memories it must recall. It is not! 
to be believed that the generality of Germans; 
hold quite the same views as therein set 
out, or that many of them would endorse 
gh manner in pire they are expressed, but 

1 th: eopl 


Were su Coes held a the mafori 
the Germans then the leopard would not 
have changed his spots nor the Ethiopian his 
skin. The letter is redolent of that type of 
public utterance which marked the pre-war 
years wus ener was rampant, Herr 
Reiber ¢ t treaties made under duress 
“carry moa more moral obligation than a 
cheque signed in the middle of the night with 
a burglar holding a pistol at the drawer’s 
temple” All very nice and pretty, but what 
are the facts? Germany having invaded and 
laid waste Belgium and a large portion of! 
north-eastern France, was, after a very long} 
struggle. defeated. Faced with the possibility | 
of the war being carried into German ter- 
ritory. with all the hideous suffering ae 


kad been inflicted upon Belgium and France, 
the German rulers decided to sue for peace. 


There was no pistol at their head. 
eins apes sacs | 
nown. and by their surrender, avoided much 
ee ere was iter nn pore Fan ot 
a pis having been held at Germany’s head, 
and a treaty extracted, but a contract for 
peace in which Germany received. 
1 deration of no’ 


That that peace treaty was a bad one, — 
few people nowadays will deny. Indeed 
probably an overwhelming proportion of 
world opinion is in favour of its being 


modified. That opinion is being restrained’ 
i by th duct _of 


eS a ri 
the use of en-' 


dea’ to secure a settlement, which 
embo: j 

some or other documentary form? Herr 
r mus' aties are to 


have ng more permanence about them than 
the passing goodwill of one or other of the 
parties thereto, it will be impossible to bring 
about that confidence and sense of security 
on which alone the peace of the world can 
be preserved. Herr Reiber sheds facile 
tears over the Middle European nations “bled 
white and starved into submission” being 
ordered to sign on the dotted line. It was, 


ar. fin which ert it should 
ized the aces Tyegr eee ged: toner pec 
of which there may be disapproval in times 


m aN 


ba) 
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of peace. There is an opportunity given by 


Herr Reiber to pose a tu quoque to everyone 
of the complaints he makes. It is not neces- 
sary to do so; the one real fact is that Ger- 


many gambled in 191: or high stakes ana 
OF here is the uncomfortable knowledge 
that preparations are heinge made against the 


A D if of such an eyent occurring 
ie pre-war slogans are coming agair. 


to the fore: there is talk of wanting that place 

in the sun which Germany lost, in the words 

- one of her own statesmen, by her 
upicily. Much opintm outside Germany 

a at more than a little of Germany’s 
aspirations should be met, but that is dis~ 
counted by the failure to perceive any limits 
which Germany may set to her own appetite, 
which appears to grow with eating. 

For example in Great Britain there Is a 
large and influential section of public opinion 
which not only desires the general appease- 
ment of Europe but for that matter the 
whole world. It leans very strongly towards 
a more positive friendship with Germany, 
believing that the two nations should never 
have been enemies. How can Eanes So 


enfant terrible may be very picturesque and 
within limits obtain certain results, but, what 
contribution does it make towards that pea 
Wmich even Hetr Hitler so earnestly states he 
desires? J nswer is obvious; none, On 
the other hand it leads to a perpetuation of 
just those conditions which keep the world 
in a state of tremulous suspense and in- 
security. The transformation of Europe into 
an armed camp, the fear that ‘on the whim 
of one ruler or another it may be plunged 
into a war more hideous than that from 
which the world has not yet recovered, and 
the manifest threat ta European civilization 
e : ed b aliza 


world, even including such men as Herr 
Reiber, to turn their faces from the past, and 
resolutely look out for the future, a future of 
peace and construction, not one of death, 
terror and devastation. And that for a very 
good reason. Wouls Hert bite care again 

0) owo_couniry. 


from YF i = : 
it? Th at is t ie danger which is ae resent 


in the unsettled state of Europe, Bolshevism 
have been driven underground in Ger- 
any, b put it would De Unwise to pelle e that 


te has been scotched once a! 01 and 
in tas event of Europe being plunged into 
a tragic war, what is to pr. D frem again 


raisin u ead? These are questions 
ane men a good faith, no matter of what 
nationality must look squarely in the face. 
The ‘ine has come for a greater display of 
goodwill than has been apparent since the end 
of the Great War. There is much eagerly 
waiting to be brought into cunees but the 


policies yw Herr Reiber so enthusiastically | 
endorses, mere snd to push it turthe: and 
urther into the background ie friends of 


ermany in Great Britain find themselves 
embarrassed by utterances similar to those 
contained in the correspondent’s letter; such 
things stimulate the strong opposition which 
is being offered to Mr. Neville Chamberlain’s 
policy of appeasement, and negatives much 
of the good work that is being done by a 
section of the British Press to bring about a 
better understanding with Germany. 


Today’s Plebiscite 
A German Reader's Views 


To the Editor of the 
“Nortn-Cutna Dairy News” 


Sir—This being the day when the 
Geiman and Austrian residents in 
China are called on to vote whether 
or not their countries shall be re- 
united, I take the opportunity to 
congratulate the English Press on the 
sensible view they have lately taken 
in this matter. Whereas until quite 
\etely the British journalists em- 
phasized the sanctity of all trenties. 
and roundly denounced the violation 
of any of them, they now seem to 
admit, at least tacitly, that treaties 
signed under duress carry with them 
no more moral obligation than a 
cheque signed in the middie of the 
night with a burglar holding a pistol 
at the drawer’s temple. 

No document embodying rules and 
regulations which thereafter shall 
govern the conduct of the contract- 
ing parties, is worthy of respect and 
need be faithfully fulfilled, unless 
both parties to the contract concluded 
it of their own free will, and unless 
its conditions and_ stipulations are 
reciprocal. Those that were forced 
upon the vanquished by the victor at 
the point of the sword, can and 
should be broken as soon as the party 
which had to submit to the victor's 
dictation at the time, is once more 
strong enough to do so. 


There has been lately a lot of loose 
talk about dictators who are blamed 
for all the evils from which humanity 
suffers at present. I quite agree, but 
with the qualifying reservation that 
the dictators which I consider re- 
sponsible, are the puny autocratic 
Allied statesmen who held Europe's 
fate in théir hands at the end of the 
world war; who in their victory- 
drunk, vindictive state of mind 
arbitrarily tore Middle Europe into 
so many pieces without the least 
regard for ethnological or linguistic 
boundaries—distinguishing features of 
which they appear to have had only 
very rudimentary knowledge—and 
then patched these. shreds together 
again as their fancy led them, into 
kind of a crazy quilt. How anybody 
with only a teaspoonful of brains 
could ever have: imagined that such 
an outrageous violation of the Middle 
European peoples’ political rights and 
racial homogeneity could be sustained 
for any length of time, passes all 
understanding now. that the world is 
in @ soberer mood. 

But whether they liked it or not,! 
thove: Middle European nations, bled | 
to the white and starved: into sub-: 
mission, were ordered to sign on the‘ 
dotted line the treaties which the; 
Allied dictators held ready for them; | 
those tréaties about the “sanctity” of 
whiéh, ' ‘and thé vidlation ‘of | such 
sanctity there has been so much in- 
dignant raving in ‘the’ press. How- 
ever, that the many wrongs com- 
mitted and the senseless vutrages 
Perpetrated by the Allied despots, 
who together with their subservient 
sate.lites (the whole bunch being 
callectively known as. the League of 
Nations) held the world’s fate in their | 
hands at the end of the world wats 
would séoher or ‘later have to be put 
right afain, was dbvious. Hitler is! 
doing 1 now. 

One of the Allies’ most helpless 
“war babies” was Austria in its post- | 
war mutilated state. Chit down 
by the Allied Great, Moguls till only 
a miserable rump~remained, it was: 
plain to all that ‘this relict, the 
remnants of a once great and mighty ; 


nation, was condemned to die a 
lingering death unless receiving some 
support, and such support has now 
materialized: Mother: Germania has 
now taken the little waif, which was 
always one of her 
bosom and will see to it that no 
more harm shall be done to it by 


Us 


"with so many wrongs committed by 
| the Allied dictators that must be 
righted, so many _ injustices  per- 
petrated which have to be adjusted, 


family, to her | there will be no dearth of great deeds 


for Hitler to accomplish for a long 
time to come, consequently there is 


arrogant despots, on the plea that[ jo danger that he will have to resort 


some crazy treaty entitles them to], 


such privilege. 
Some strong men tear up packs of 
Playing cards: others rend telephone 
books asunder. Hitler tears up 
treaties; treaties of the kind that 
should have been torn to pieces and 
the bits relegated to the furnace, 
long ago. “More power to his elbow” 
say we. 
Unfortunately 
ships cannot 


in doing so, hard- 
always be entirely 
avoided. Where wood is hewn chips 
will fly. But surely no such hard- 
ships will be inflicted on anybody 
as the German citizens of China were 
subjected to in the spring of 1919, 
when all men, women, children and 
babes-in-arms were roped in from all 
over China and penned up in a Con- 
centration camp in Nantao, with Chi- 
nese soldiers standing guard over 
them until the necessary ships had 
been brought here, when they were 
all led along the Bund in a disgrace- 
ful procession to Hongkew. put into 
the cargo holds of four English 
Steamers like cattle, and deported. 
Except a few dollars pocket money 
and a limited quantity of persona) 
effects they had to leave everything 
behind, and these possessions were 
then “appropriated” by the Custodian 
of Enemy Property. 

Incidentally, this writer cheerfully 
perjured himself at the time by mak- 
ing a solemn. declaration that he 
possessed nothing more than what he 
stood up in. Ask me no questions 
and I will tell you no lies! 


A new catchword has been going 
the rounds through the papers lately: 
eertain nations have been branded 
ies “Aggressor Natienus”, a term which 
embodies one out those half-truths 
that are worse than lies. 
some sense to this expression 1. should 
only be used in juxtaposition to its 
counterpart: ‘“Oppressor Nations,” 
the latter category being the four 
nations which between them allocated 
three-quarters of the earth's surface 
ta themselves, and now blithely ex- 
pect all other countries to submit 
meekly to being perpetually bottled 
up in small areas hardly large enough 
to move around in. If the discontent 
with, the revolt against such intol- 
crable conditions, the resistance 
against this unhealthy state of affairs 
deserves to be termed aggression; if 
an great and proud nation like Ger- 
many in refusing to perpetuate such 
conditions which condemn its people 
fo everlasting serfdom, thereby com- 
mits an act of aggression, then bv all 
means call us an “Aggressor Na on” 
—with the above qualifying reserva- 
tions we plead guilty to the charge. 


In a recent leader you expressed 
an opinion that dictators can only 
remain in power as long as they can 
show up successes, an argument to 
which little exception can be taken, 
except that it applies to all rulers, 
governments and even businessmen: 
it is success, or the absence of it, 
that makes or breaks them. However, 


what you termed = “desperate 
courses” to retain his hold on the 
German people. ! 
There is a shrewd English proverb | 
to the effect that “every dog has his” 
day", which is very much to the 
point when trying to get the right 
perspective of present events. Ger- 
many has been ordered about, 
‘bullied, browbeaten and dictated to 
long enough while she was weak 
unto death after the war. If, now 
that Germany is strong again, Hitler 
does a little dictating of his own, it 
will be a useful change, and a 
salutary lesson for everybody. 


eatnlienclclll 
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***lf it is possible to agree with 
much of what Mr. Reiber has written, 
despite the vehemence which spoils 
the presentation of his case, surely 
much comfort will be felt by the non- 
aggressor nations in his quotation of 
the proverb that “Every dog has his 
day.” It is a most camforting though! 
that days have a habit of coming to 
an end. There is another sayin, 
which might also be remembered a 
that is to the effect that_h 
lives by the sword shall 


Shanghai, Apr. 9. 


To impart ; 


A German Oatburst 
Reply to Herr Reiber 


the Editor of the 
“NortH-CHtwa Daity News” 


4 for airing the views of 
ous factions in Asiatic and 


opean disputes. We have had 
Ci@mese, Japanese, Spanish, Czech 
an finally, German—altogether an 
intfresting display of passionate 


pry. But what purpose have 
eg outbursts served? They have 
in the main, so obviously 
| So intolerant of any other! 
, that, although they may ‘have | 
affoided the writers themselves some | 
and pride, they can have pro-| 
no other effect than.to strength- 
e animosity of the other side. 


r contributor’s eulogy of Ger- 
's present policy is a case in 


ig 


poing In one respect, it was welcome. 
Indigfdual Germans have recently 
beengso reticent that one has wonder- 
ed at they could possibly be think- 


hen an expression of opinion 
iven, it generally reflected one | 


of tH better-known pages of ‘Mein | 
Ka ” and could therefore not be 
takeg§ as a completely genuine con- 
victi of a free intellect. Now, 


| gaug@g the state of mind of at least 

the German community; and. 
ly, it would appear that it is a 
pf mind in which violence and 
uent resort to abuse are morc. 


It is this attitude which will 
least to Anglo-Saxon readers. 
instance, see what “The Times” 
say concerning the Anschluss: 


ere would have been no protest 
e attraction (of Austria to Ger- 
had developed naturally 
eh xrowing contidence and 
al good-will. What is so deeply 
ted here—and throughout the 
ed world—is tat it was 
th@#reht necessary to reverse the pro- 
cew by applying to ‘lt the -physucul 

bP of uw bully and By so doing ar- 
other hopeful developments to- 
Is a stable peace. 


Inffthe same spirit, by charging 
sly through more than a column 
Our paper, Fr. -Reiber has 
ed down the very arguments 
make the German case in- 
ble. Many English people would 


quit@ agree that Talleyrand’s advice 
to poleon to spare a conquered foe 
was@ fatally ignored in 1919; that 
certn treaties must not last for ever: | 


that Germatiy is a great and! 
red ‘nation of whith Austria 
t justifiably be called a part. 
why cannot Fr. Relber say so 
sly without vehémehtly bellowiny 
Tévelling such amazing accusa- 
B against people who kre by now 
too anxious tb cé-operate? And 
aig Fr. Reiber ‘palise ‘to think whether 
Fgfnce would have béen justified in 
g*up the'fréaty ‘of '1871—had she 
m, able to do so; whether 
uschnigg coulii have rightfully 
ogated the ‘Befclitesgaden agree- 
nt; whether Germany. would ‘have 
en very merciful to France and 


itain if the reault of the Great War 
d been different; whether Lloyd | 
eorge. and Clemenceau would not’ 
s been howled down as traitors, 
had they attempted, in the still! 
dering frenzy of that awful 
truggle, to treat Germany as Fr. 
ber now, thinks she should have 
een treated? 
Might it not be better ui the next 
tidal protagonist, to mark. ben 
oberer mood” to which we are ad: 
gg should ; hai 
itically examine his own prejudices, | 
‘try to ta om the Seapiaity ‘ot the} 
ople he presumes to jndge. - t 
RL P. 


anghai, Apr, 13. 
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petra Blahiccite 
Herr Reiber Explains 


SITTIN rT 
To the Editor of the 


“NortTH-Cuina Datty News” 


Sir,—In a footnote to my letter 
Published in your Sunday's issue you 
saw fit to comment unfavourably on 
my unnecessary vehemence of ex-| 
pression, and your correspondent 
R.LP, in his to-day's letter, playing 
the old game of “follow my leader,” 
conveniently harps on the same string. 


I would have much preferred if 
somebody had come forward to con- 
lest my arguments instead of attack- 
ing me persunally, At any rate, 
please understand that in expressing 
myself somewhat forcibly and calling 
a spade a spade, I did not intend to 
be abusive. It was only because of 
the recently recurring habit of finding 
fault with everything Germany does. 
and where that is impossible with the 
way she does it; and knowing from 
past experience what an effect such 
incessant pounding finally has on the 
public mind, I thought fit to plead 
Our case, to aquaint your readers 
with our point of view in the matter. 

It would be a pity if in this com- 
munity, where a population more 
cosmopolitan than anywhere else in 
the world tries to live harmoniously 
together, if only the jurnalists will 
let them, a spirit of mad animosity. 
from which we all suffered for 
more than four years during the 
world war, mainly as the result of 
incessant insidious propaganda, should 
once more poison the air. The recol- 
lection of those awful times still 
lingers too vividly in the minds of 
many of us for us to wish them to: 
return. 

If your correspondent R.I.P. sees fit 
to accuse Lloyd George and Clemen- 
ceau of moral cowardice by arguing 
that they had to be harsh to Germany 
to save their own skins, I will not 
contradict him, It only goes to show 
what a ghastly amount of evil a 
couple of men could do when their 
merves failed them. 


2 If the allied Press will only show 
ja little more sympathetic understand- 
{ing of Germany's endeavours to re- 
¢gain that place in the array of great 
nations to which she is entitled, there 
is no reason why the peoples of 
Europe should not once more live in 
neighbourly peace and harmony as 


, 


they did before the war. It would be 
a thousand pities if the persistent 
combined endeavours of certain 
nations to keep another one tightly 
bottled up, should result in the bottle 
bursting, when many inoffensive 
people would get hurt by flying 
splinters. 
Fx. 


Shanghai, Apr, 12. 


A Nauseating Spectacle 


To the Editor of the 
“Nortu-Caina Dary News” 
Sm,—In your issue of April 10, 
has given your readers 
valua insight into the psycho- 
logy of the average German of to- 
diay. 

As you say in your footnote, there 
is much to commend his logic super- 
ficially, but, faced as we are with 
the gravest problems of peace or 
war, existence or destruction of 
civilization, we are in duty bound 
to go a little deeper, to search far 
the root gauses of this “German: 
problem.” 

When Mr. Rezer says, that all: 
the evils of today were created by 
the treaty of Versailles and its in- 
justices, he forgets to ask himself, 
what was the cause of Versailles,' 
what caused the Great War? 

It may be unpalatable to Mr. 
Reiser to restate the bitter old truth, 
but the fact remains, that the Ger- 
man “leopard” has deeply dis- 
appointed humanity by failing to! 
change his Prussian militarist spots. 

Even before Hitlerian rearma-. 
ment, Germany stopped paying re-' 
parationus, but did that cause a 
French “Drang nach Osten"? No. 
But Germany would surely have 
done so, if she were in France's 


place. Everything that Hitler achi- 
eved, could have been obtained 
peacefully, perhaps a few years 


Jater, while the butter that went into 
guns could have fed nice babies and 
mothers, the monster of rear:nament 
und the hell of war and air-bomb- 
ing of women and children would 
not have been hanging over trem- 
bling humanity today. 

Forgive me, Sir, for waxing senti- 
mental, but in the pessimistic mood 
of today’s sad events it seems that 
nothing less than the great heart of 
another Christ is needed to awaken 
humanity to the criminal horrors 
of the catastrophe that is being pre- 
pared for it at Berlin and Rome. 


Mr. Rewer blames Versailles for 
not observing racial frontiers, but 
when has Hitler guaranted to ob- 
serve his own racial frontiers? A 
few years ago he refused to giv 
France and Britain a guarantee o 
non-aggression against Eastern Eu 
rope. A few days ago Dr. Goebbels, 


that now is the time 
the world. Germany wants Ukrain 
and most of Eastern Europe and i 
willing to pay her accomplice,’ Italy 
with French territories, etc: 


But if Mr. Rerer will honestl) 


admit, that “Might is right’ and 
self-interest is above all else, will 


he please spare ‘us thé nauseating 


Lianne tears and complaining against 
the nations who at Versailles tried 

; to make him harmless in future, but 

. should we say, too leniently to attain 
the object? 

Even if Germany is crowded, is 
that justification for taking away 
other nations' liberty? Are not 
twenty million Germans in U.S.A, 
leading happy lives? Is it necessary 
to plant a German tlag wherever 
German emigrants wish to lead a 
Peaceful, usetul life? 
Dr. Goebbels said: “Now is the 
time to conquer the Empire’ and 


take the opportunity we missed in a 


the past through our stupidity.” He 
forgets, however, that it is criminal- 
ly stupid to disregard the lessons 
of history, and persist 
by the sword empires 


a sea of blood. And to what useful 
end, except brutal lust of power? 
May I conclude, Sir, with your 
own words?—"“He who lives by the 
sword shall perish by the sword.” 


ONE WHO STILL HOPES FOR 
THE SPECIAL ADVANCEMENT 
or Humantry. 
Shanghai, Apr. 11. 


| 


spectacle of a tiger shedding self- 


in building t 
which are! 
{ Sure to crumble sooner are later in 


Forgive and Forget 


To the Editor of the 
“NortH-CHINA DaILty News” 
Sir,—The letter written «by (Fr. 


REI) ppearing in youf™TSve sr” 
errr will not doubt react upon 


readers in varying ways. To me it 
did not make pleasant reading, and 
One could not but feel that a glori-: 
fication of so-called “aggressor” na- 


The other day | tions at this stage and in this city | 


Was most untimely. i 
People of all nations generally 
gree that terrible mistakes were 
made by both sides during and after, 
the Great War, but Germans were) 
not the only people who suffered 
indignities and humiliations. Muny 
of the Allies were similarly treated 
behind the German lines, and such 


‘happenings are the inevitable curse 
tof war, as we see daily round us 


in Shanghai. One might add that 


1even today political prisoners and 
Jews in Germany 
yiying on a bed of roses, and many 


are not exactly 


are no more deserving of such: 


, treatment than were the Germans} 


in Shanghai during the War. When 
human passions are out of control: 


{Such tragedies are bound to occur. . 


Had the result of the Great War | 
been reversed, what would have! 
been the terms of the Peace Treaty | 
that the Allies would have been forced 
to sign’? Can anyone say with convic- 
tion that the Central European 
Powers would have been less vic- 
tory-drunk and vindictive? All this | 
stirring up of old hates after twenty 
years seems so futile and will get 
us nowhere other than on the road 
to another war. Have we not seen 
enough of Spain, Abyssinia, and 
Shanghai in 1932 and 1937? 

That the recent history of Aus- 
tria cannot be very gratifying to 
the Allies no one will deny. but at$ 
least out of the wreck she did pre 
serve her independence and _ self- 
government, which is more than 
she has done since the Germhn ! 
occupation. { 

By all means tear up treaties} 
that were signed at the point of 
the pistol and when men were hot- 
headed; but during the last twenty ; 
years both sides have had time to! 
cool and profit by their mistakes. 
Would it not be better now to try 
‘and forgive and forget and use our! 
energy in conceiving a plan where-! 
by one and all can live in peace’ 
and respect the neetis of each other{ 
without recourse to war? 


Vv. M.A. 


Shanghai, Apr. 11. 


Herr Reiber’s Outburst 
Repatriation Experiences 
To the Editor of the 


“NortH-CHina Datty News” 


Sir,—I am not quite clear what 
object Mr, Reimer had when writ- 
ing to you the letter which ap- 
peared in your issue of Sunday, 
April 10. As far as I am concerned, 
the result was simply very unfor- 
tunate. I can only presume that 
Mr. REwBer’s intention was to justify 
and support the union of Germany 
and Austria. If the Austrian nation 
really wishes to unite itself with 
the German, it has every right to 
do so and other nations have no 
right to imterfere. If his letter had 
been worded a little more moder- 
ately, evidencing certain natural 
national patricitism and pride, but 
excluding recrim.nations, it would 
probably have evoked a_ certain 
amount of sympathy, even if not 
agreement, on the part of other na- 
tionals, Including those who fought 
against Germany during the Great 
War. But, as far as I am concerned, 
the letter was entirely spvilt by fts 
many actual and implied inaccura- 
cies and inconsistencies. 

I wonder what historians would 
say regarding the parental relation- 
ship, when describing Germany as 
the mother and Austria as the child. 
History would seem tv indicate that 
the Austrian nation, as such, is a 
yood deal older than the German. 

His comments” regarding  agree- 
ments entered into, willingly and 
unwillingly, are very much to the 
point, bearing in mind the recent 
tea parties which are reported to 
have taken place between Herr 
Hitler and the ex-Austrian Chan- 
vellor, and the ultimatums which 
iollowed. 

But what has nauseated me most 
is Mr. Rerper’s complaint regarding 
the bad treatment stated to have 
been received by the German com- 
munity in China, when repatriated 
from Shanghai in 1919. Whatever 
discomfort there was very trivial 
in comparison io what took place 
in many other parts of the world 
during the tragic days of the Great 
War. Some Germans, whom I have 
met in recemt years, have stated 
that, although the trip was not a 
luxurious one, they consider that 
it was made as comfortable as 
could be reasonably expected under 
the then circumstances. And those 
Germans were fortunate in com- 
parison with many other repatria- 
tidn parties. of one of which I had 
the misfortune to be a member. 
When the Great War broke out in 
1914, I was living happily and peace- 
fully in northern France, in that 
part which later came under Ger- 
man military occupation. Arrange- 


ments were eventua'ly made be-; 


tween the German and French 
Governments for French women and 
children in those areas: to be 
repatriated via Switzerland. On 
December 31, 1917, our journey 
started and the memory of that 
journey has been a horrible night- 
mare ever since. Herded in cattle 
trucks in the depth of snowy winter 
for five days and nights with my 


two little children, and only a small , 


bundle of clothing, without a sou of 
monty, and without sanitary ar- 
rangéments: of ahy sort. The train 


stopped at wayside stations twice; 


each day, to enable’ us to obtain 
cola’ water and at each stop the 


German population just spat and 
jeered at us. How glad we were 
to see the hospitable Swiss border 
and to enjoy the kinder treatment 
there received. The less Mr. REIBER 
now says about his hardships the 
better, especially when many of us 
are trying to forget much worse 
discomfort than Mr. Rewer ever 
experienced personally, if he was 
in China for most of the period of 
the war. The present is surely not 
a suitable ttme to stir up old hates 
more’ thah nécessary and although 
Mr. REwER may think that he is 
smart and clever, he may be in- 
térésted to know that I consider 
his attémpts at jocularity, regarding 
ihis Own perjury, dre entirely ‘out 
, of place. 

JOSETTE SECONDE. 


| Shanghel, Apr, 11. 
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